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Beware of falſe Prophets, which come to you in Sheeps 
clothing, -but inwardly they are ravening Wolves. Ye 
ſhall know them by their Fruits. 


SAIF we were to- judge of the nature 
as of (Chriſtianity by the deſigns and 
So! _ of ſome, who would 
= be. thought the only true .and 


- 


_ } " (atholick Chriſtians, we ſhould A 


et" havenogreat reaſon to eſteem'ir 
our honour to be called by his Name, who firſt 
brought this Religion into the world. For ifthe 
Criſtian Religion did- indeed juſtifie all the fragd 
and' tredchery ; the miſchief and cruelty which 
hath been either a&ted or deffgned by men under 
the glorious pretence of advancing the intereſt of 
the” Catholick Church® we might Lon er. chooſe 
'not' to be (hritians:,' than to « ſuch men : Be- 
cauſe whatever Religion overthrows-the com- 


& | AS; mon 


1 ' 


. * 
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(2) | 
mon principles and duties of humane nature; 


i 


humanity' are , cannot be fuppoled a Religion 
proper or intended by Caf mankind ; — #4 
great end in Religions to improve and retifie, 
and not to debauch. vrconmupt thediſpoſitions of 
men. Men need "no Retipſon to inftrudt them 
in the arts of deceiving, the contrivances of ma- 
lice, or the methods of revenge ; ſuch fruits as 
| theſe ſpring up too ealily in our corrupt and de- 
generate natures , which need no great force or 
improvement to bring them forth:  Butwhen 
the warmth of the' Sun ſhall be joyned with the 
fruitfulneſs of the ſoil , when men are encoura- 
_ ged to purine their own natural mclinations by 
che moſt powerful 'maotives of Religion, what 
bounds can be-fſet tothe growth and: increaſe of 
theſe accurſed. fruits ? Of all Religions in the 
world, we might have thoughtche Chriſtianleaſt 
lyableto be abuſed to ſuch ill purpoſes; for it 
was one of Machiavel's quarrels againft Chriſti- 
anity, that by its precepts of mecknels and pati- 
ence, it rendred/ 'men_ unkt for ſuch great under- 
takings, which could not beaccomphſhed with- 
out ſomething of cruelty and inhumanity , 
whereas the old Religions by the multitude of 
Sacrifices did inure- men toblood and deftrudti- 
on, and ſo made themfitter for any emerprilc. 
And Machiarvel was certainly m the right, if Re- 
_- ligion 


C3) 
ligion were intended only to make men Butchers : 
or to inſtruct them im the Uſe of Swords and Gun- 
powder. Nay, the Religion of Mahomet is in this 
reſpe& to be very much preferred before the 
Chriſtian , for that makes it not only lawful to 
deſtroy thole of a different Religion, butenrolls 
them for Martyrs that dye in the Field', and 
' makes the blood of enemies as meritorious, as 
we dothat of the Croſs. Bur that is reſerved as 
the peculiar honour of the Chriſtian Religion, 
that it commands the ſubduing all the bruitiſh - 
and ſavage inclinations of men to acts of re- 
venge and cruelty , that it reſtores humane na- 
ture to.it ſelf by its precepts of meekneſs, mercy, 
peaccablenels, and unverfal charity ; that it. 
advances it to.2 divine nature by the imitation 
of God himſelf, inſhewing kindneſs to enemies, | 
and. overcoming evil with good. This is the 
Religion eftabliſhed by our Lord and Saviour in 
this excelleme Sermon on the Mount, wherein : 
the ſcope and deſign of Chriſtianity is delivered : 
with the greateſt plainneſs and perſpicuity ; . 
which ( if it be poſſible for us to judge of his - 
meaning by- the cleareft expreſſions) was far, 
enough from being the ſerring up a Monarchy. 
inthe Church to which all the Kings of the Chri- - 
ſtan world are by theic Baptiſm bound tovail - 
their Crowns, and lay their Scepters at its feet: 
Orin caſc they do not, that then this Spiricual : 
--- A.3 Monarch : 


Matth, 5. 
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Monarch may excommunicate, depole, and de: 

rive Princes of their Government, and diflolye 
all the obligations berween their Subjects and 
them ; and make it lawful for them to depoſe 


them : We find not the leaſt footſtep of any 


thing tending this way, where our.Saviour ſpeaks 
moſt advantageouſly concerning the honour of 
his Diſciples; which honour - he repreſents by 
things which ſer forth their uſefulneſs in com- 
mon : Ye are the Salt of the Earth, ye are the light of the 
World , and not by ſetting up one above all the reſt, 


13» 14+ far above all Principalities and Powers, cowhom Kings 
and. Princes, and all People are bound to be ſub- 
ject, if they regard their :ſalvation. If any ſuch 


thing as this had been ſo material a part of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, as ſome imagine, -if-it had 
been ſo neceſſary to ſalvation, it .is ſomewhat 
ſtrange, that when our Bleſſed Saviour gave lo 
many directions in order to ſalvation he ſhould 

ivenot ſo much asthe leaſt intimation concern- 
ing this. Andyet heſaith,at the end of this Ser- 
mon, Every one that heareth theſe ſayings of mine, and 
doth them, 1s like unto a wiſe man that built his houſe upon 
a rock; not ſuper hanc Petram, s e. according to the 
Roman Gloſs, upon the Popes Authority ; but 
upon ſuch a firm foundation as will never fail 


lim. And what is it which our Saviour endea- 
yours to per{wade mento, in order to fo firm a 


ſettlement. of their minds againſt all the aſſaults 


of 
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of perſecutions ? viz, to humility, meekneſs; 


goodneſs, univerſal holineſs, to the love of God' 


and mankind , to {incerity in devotion, depen- 


dence on Providence, prayer , and doing as we. 


would be done by : this is the ſubſtance of the 
Chriſtian Law delivered by the Son of God; than 


which nothing can be imagined more contrary to - 


the Spirit of Fa&ion and- diſobedience, of cru- 
elty-and revenge, and-that covered: over with a- 
pretence of zeal for Religion. Bur he who gave 
theſe excellent precepts, did foreſee, that there 
would ariſe men who ſhould preach and propheſie in his 
Name, and m his Name caſt out Devils, and do wonder- 


ful works : that yet for all-their fair ſhews and 
pretences to the world ſhould be of a temper and 


diſpoſition dire@ly contrary to the Goſpel; and 


therefore it was neceſſary: for all Chriſtians, as- 
they valued their own welfare, to have an eye to- 


them, leſt they ſhould be deceived: by them : 


which is the meaning of our Saviour-in theſe: 
words; Beware of falſe Prophets which come to you in 


Sheeps clothing, but inwardly they are ravening Wolves ; 


by their fruits ye ſhall know them. Wherein we have :_ 


theſe two things conſiderable. 


1. The Caution given, Beware of falſe Prophets, . 


together with the:ground of that Caution, ' For 
they come to you in Sheeps clothing, but inwardly are ras 
uening Wolves. 


2. The Rule laid down whereby. we- are - 
to : 


| (6) 
to judge of them : By their fruits ye ſhall know 
them. 

1. The Caution given , Beware of falſe Pr. 
phets. There were two ſorts of deceivers our 
Saviour gives his Diſciples particular caution 

againſt, viz. falſe Chriſts and falfe Prophets ; the falſe 
Chbriſts were thoſe who | a5 that they were 
the perſons who were foretold by the Prophets 
that ſhould come for the redemprion of his Peo- 

| »,.. ple; for many ſhall comg in my Name , ſaying, Iam 
| 1 Pi Fri, =, Tre ee many. Not as as they 
| > pretendedtobe ſent byChriſt,but that they would 
aſſume to themſelves the Dignity and Authority 
of the true Meſſias; and of this ſort, there were 
many that aroſe among the Jews, ſuch as 
Theudas, Jonathas, Barchochebas, and many others, 
Bur beſides theſe, there were falſe Prophets, ſome 
oF of which did openly oppole Chriſtianity, ſuch as 
IE Afs 13. 6. that Bar-Jeſus mentioned in the 4&s ; bur there 
were others who pretended to own Chriſtianity, 
Mat. 7.21. and to propheſie in the Name of Chriſt, whom 
S. Peter calls falſe Teachers, and whom S. Paul 
' deſcribes by the ſame character that our Saviour 
here goth : But I know that after my departing ſhall 
{l grievous Wolves enter in among you , not ſparing the 
2 $226. flock: alſo of your own ſelroes ſhall men arife, ſpeaks 
ing perverſe things, to draw diſciples after them : whom 
Rom. rs, he elſewhere fers forth by their Sheeps clothing, 
| 18, when he ſaith, that by good words and fair [peaches they 

| | deceive 
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deceive the hearts of the ſimple , whom he callsfalſe _ 
Apoſtles, deceitful workers transforming themſelves into © © 75, Þ 
the Apoſtles of ( briſt : which carryed ſo fair a ſhery | 
and appearance among the people, that S. Paul 
was very full of jealouſic and apprehenſion con- 
cerning them, leſt they ſhould by degrees draw 
away his Diſciples from the ſimplicity of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. For 1 am jealous over you , ſaith 
he, with godly jealoufie ; but I fear leſt by any means + ; 
as the Serpent beguiled Eve through bis ſubtilty, ſo your V- 2, 3- . {Mt 
minds ſhould be corrupted from the ſumplicity that is in if 
Chriſt. It may ſeem ſtrange, that after the Apo- F i 
ſtles had with ſo much care and diligence plant- | 
cd the Goſpel of Chriſt in ſeveral-Churches, they 
ſhould expreſs ſo much fear as they did, (and 
eſpecially S. Paul) of their being {o foon cor- 
rupted by theſe falſe Teachers ; as he doth, 
not only of the Corinthians, but-of the Galatians i | 
too. -=1: marvel, faith he , that ye-are ſo ſoon remo* Gal. 1.6. Ml 
ved from him that called you into the. grace - of Chriſt. '* 
And O fooliſh Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that 3. 1. 
you ſhould not obey the truth? and. of the Epheſians, i 
That we henceforth be mo more Children toſſed to and Eph. 4. 143 || 
fro, and carryed about with every wind of doctring, by the | 
ſleight of men., and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lye 
in wait to-deceive ; and of the Coloſs1ans, Beware leſt Colofſ.2.8, 
any -man ſpoil you through Philoſophy and vain decert, 
after the tradition of men , after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after (rift. And Let no-man beguie 18. * 
| B 


you 


(83) 
you of your reward in a voluntary bumility and worſhip, 
Pet. ”* ping of Angels : and of the Hebrews, Be not carried 

about with diverſe and ſtrange dotirines. But we ſhall 
fee this great Caution, delivered here firſt by our 
Saviour, and afterwards by his Apoſtles, was no 
more than neceſſary, if we conſider under what 
retences they came, and what Arts and Methods 
theſe falſe Teachers uſed to delude and ſeduce 

the people. | 
1, They pretended to the ſame infallible Spi- 
rit which the Apoſtles had. And this may be 
the reaſon, why our Saviour doth not here call 
them falſe Teachers, but falſe Prophets. For Pro- 
phecy in its proper notion doth not relate ro-fu- 
S.Cbryſ. jn ture events, but todivine [n{piration. So S. Chry- 
b. ad Er. ſoftom ſaith Texpirn is the fame with #pppevins 
0M. .30s. , . ys | 
a Prophet, ſaith he, is the ſame with Gods interpreter : 
Aut, ds fo. the word Tespnlwer js uſed in Greek Authors, 
49k *. as inthe: Author of the Book de Mundo, Teo@nlevay 
Plur.de def. is rendered by Apuleius effari ceteris; and Feſtus 
7.4, fairh,thar the Latines called thoſe Prophets, which 
Fit. Phil. Were oraculorunz interpretes ; and. {o the Hebrew 
words are taken in the ſame-fenſe without any 
relation-to feretelling things ts come. . So Moſes 
| Exod..7. 1.1 [aid to be a-God to Pharaoh, and Aaron thy Bro: 
ther ſhallbe thy Prophet: i.e. thy interpreter. 4- 
Gen. 20:7-. braham 15 called-a Prophet , and: the Patriarchs are all 
Pfalm x05. called Prophets, 1n-regard that Divine Revelations 
35:- were moxe- common before the. written Law-: 


bar 


bon. 
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but the reaſon why the name of Prophecy came 
to be reſtrained to the prediction «- things to 
come,. was becauſe future events lying moſt out 
of the reach of mens knowledge, the fore-telling 
of theſe was looked upon as the greateſt eyi- 
dence of divine inſpiration. But in the New 
Teſtament prophelying is often taken for the 
gift of interpreting the hard places of the Old 
Teſtament, as Themiſtius calls one that interpre- 
ted the hard places in Ariſtotle, Tepirny Arora , Themift. 


j pl 
thence Propheſying is reckoned among the ©” ** 


ſpiritual gifts; and ſo theſe falſe Prophets were x Cor. 12. | 
not men who pretended to fore-tell future events, 10. | 


bur to the afliſtance of an infallible Spirit, in 
giving the ſenſe of Scripture; and by this pre- 
rence they transformed themſelves into the Apo- 
files of Chriſt, giving out that they enjoyed equal 
priviledges with them : whereby three things 
may be obſerved which deſerve our confide- 
ration. 

1. Thatnothing is more cafe, than for falſe 
Teachers to pretend to an infallible Spirit; ſuch 
whom our Saviour .and his Apoſtles did warn 
men eſpecially againſt, pretended to be Prophets 
and Apoſtles, and to know the mind of Chritt ber- 
ter than they who truly had the aſſiſtance of 
the Holy Ghoſt. Some think the bare pretence 
to Infallibility ought in ſuch a divided ſtate of 
the Chriſtian world to be entertained as the beſt 

B 2 expedient 
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(40) 
expedient to end (ontroverſies, and that (Church 
which doth alone challenge it, ought on that 
account to be ſubmitted to , as though the: moſt 
confident pretenders were to be ſooneſt beliey- 
ed: ſo they will be, do-what we can, bythe 
weakeſt fort of mankind, bur by none who have: 
and uſe their judgements. If bare pretences were 
ſufficient, Simon Magus did bid the faireſt to be 
Head of the (hurch, for he pretended to be Gods 
Picar upon earth, or the divine Power ſent down from 
Heaven , which none of the Apoſtles pretended 
to. Why then did not; the Chriſtian Church 
ſubmir to Montanus his Paraclete, when no other 
Chriſtians pretended to ſuch an immediate in- 
ſpiration as he did 2 And certainly Priſca and 
Maximilla were betterOracles, than a (rucifix was 
to a late Pope. If there be any thing beyond a 
bare pretence to an infallible Spirit, we deſire 
to ſee better arguments for it, than the falſe Apo- 
les could produce for theirs ; if there be no- 
thing but a bare pretence, we muſt leave the Pope 
and Quakers to diſpute it out. 
2+ That the pretence to Divine Inſpiration 
is very dangerous to the Chriſtian Chufch. For 
we ſee what miſchief it did in the Apoſtolical 
times, when there wasa true infallible Spirit in 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt to diſcover and confure it, 
yet notwithſtanding all the care anddiligence of 
the Apoſtles many were ſeduced by it. For ms 
who 


— 


Cn) 
who have the leaſt ground, docommonly uſe the 
ereateſt confidence, and denounce Hell and dame 
nation the ſooneſt to thoſe who deſpiſe and re- 
ject them. Which being expreſſed with a grim 
countenance and a terrible accent, ſtartles and 
ſhakes more perſons of weak judgements and ti- 
morous diſpoſitions , than all the reaſons and 
arguments they couldever produce. This hath 
alwayes been the method of deceivers, to pre- 
tend to the higheſt, and then make the ſin of 


| thoſe who do-not believe them as great, asifthe 


thing were real. Thus the rejecting mens Fa- 
natick pretences to Revelations and Extaſies is 
cryed out upon, as blaſpheming the Hbly.Ghoſt 
and. refuſing to believe upon the Roman Chur- 
ches pretended [nfallibility , is called no lels, 
than denying Gods Veracity. We profeſs to 
believe the true inſpiration. of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
every tittle of whar God hath revealed : but we 
will not {wallow Pretences for Evidences, nor 
Enthuſiaſms for Revelations. For as the true 
Religion was atfirſt foundedupon Divine Inſpi- 
ration, ſo we know that the greateſt corrupri- 
ons of it have ſprung from the pretence to it. 


| Maimonides ſaith, that the firſt begining of Pagan Ido= 14uim. ae 


latry, was owing to- the pretence of Inſpiration, and ins 1dol. c. 1. 
S - , » ſed. 3. 

mediate Revelations for the Worſhip of the Stars. How-7* 

ever that be, we areccertain the Devil made uſe 

of Qracles and Enthuſiaſms, as the moſt effectual 
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(12) 
means to bring men to the practice of it, both 
in Zgypt, in Greece and many other places , and 
they who have taken-the pains to collect them, 
have reckoned.one hundred and {ixty ſeveral Ora- 
cles that were in requeſt in the times of Paganiſm, 
After Chriſtianity. began to be ſetled in the 
world, the greateſt corrupters of it were the pre- 
renders to Divine Inſpiration , as the falſe Apo- 
{tles, the Gnoſticks, the Montaniſts, and many others. 
And the pretenceto this, is ſo much the more 
dangerous, becauſe it bids high , and 1s eaſily 
raken up, and requires no-lcarning or wit , bur 
only confidence to manage it, and may carry 


men by impulſes and motions to the moſt un- 


warrantable a&tions, and where it meets with 
an Enthuſiaſtical temper, is. very hardly re- 
moved. | | 

3. We may obſerve, that a truly infallible 
Spirit is nor ſufficient to put anend to Contro- 
verſies. For when was that ever more evident 
than in the holy Apoſtles after the miraculous de- 
{cent of the Holy Ghoſt upon them £ Many are 
apt toſay now, That there will never be an end of 
theſe wranglings, and Schiſms, and diſputes in Religion, 
tall there be an infallible Judge to put an iſſue to them , 
But were there not infallible Judges in the Apo- 
ſtles time , that gave infinitely greater evidence 


of an infallible Spirit , than any ever fince 


have done ? Bur were Controverhies put to an 
end 


12) 
end by it? No certainly, when the Apoſtles com- 
plain ſo much of the Schiſms, anddiviſions, and 
errors, and hereſies, and diſputes, and quarrel- 
lings that were among them. And if ſo great 
an evidence of a Divine Spirit manifeſted by their 
Miracles, had no greater effec then, what can 
weimagine the ſhadow of S. Peter, or the dream 
of infallibility can do in the Roman Church 2? 
And give me leave to ſay, it is the Inquiſition and 
not Infallibiliry, which keep things quiet among 
them. Burt God deliver. us from ſuch an end of 
Controverſies. | 

2. The falſe Prophets and Apoſtles pretended 


to. greater mortification and ſe]f-denyal than the 


true Apoſtles did. S. Hierom underſtands their Z1er.;n tvs, 


coming in Sheeps clothing, of this pretence to greater 
Jeverity, and rigour of life than others uſed. "Thoſe 
thatgo about to deceive, mult appear to have 
ſomething extraordinary. this way, to raife an 
admiration of them among, thoſe who judge of. 
Saints more by their looks, than by their ations: 
Whereas the greateſt Hypocrites have been a]- 
wayes the greateſt pretenders this way. Our 
bleſſed Saviour was ſo far from making any 
ſhew of this rigour and ſeverity, that hewas re- 
proached by the Scribes and Phariſees , thole- 
mortified Saints, to be a wine-bibber , a friend to 
Publicans and Sinners. Alas! what heavenly looks; . 


and deyout geſtures, and long prayers, and fre- 
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- quent faſtings had they more than'Chtift or his 


Diſciples? The'poor Widows were fo raviſhed 
with their long prayers, that they thought they 


could not do better with their houſes or eſtates, 


than to put them into the hands of ſuch mort. 
fed men to the world: till they found, notwith. 
ſtanding their Sheeps clothing, that by their devouring 
they were ravening Wolves. Thoſe that ſeem {© 


- much to fly from the world, do but as Souldiers 


in a Battel ſometimes do, that ſeem-to fly from 
their enemies, but only with a deſign to make 
them follow, that they may have the more ad- 
vantage upon them. . 'One would think no men 
were {o afraidofthe world, as they that-ſeem to 
run ſo faſt from it, but they lay their Ambuſ- 
cado'sto entrapit; and ifonce it gets into their 
hand, no men know better how to be revenged 
upon it. What pleaſant incongruities are thele ? 
to ſee men growrich by Vows of Poverty, re- 
tired from the world, and yet the moſt unquict 
and buſfie init 2 Mortified to the pleaſures of 
life, and yet delighting moſt in following the 
Courts of Princes? Such kind of men were the 
Phariſees of old : and who would have thought, 
that under the Name of that Jeſus, who ſo much 
deteſted and abhorred their hypocriſte , there 
{ſhould others ariſe, who have outdone them in 
their own way ? As though Chriſt had ſaid, Fx- 
cept your righteouſneſs be like the righteouſneſs of the 


Scribes 


Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall not enter in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. But we need notwonder that in theſe lat- 
ter ages ſuch pretences ſhould be made uſe of, 
ſince in the. very beginning of the Chriſtian 
Church,theſe were the common arts of deceivers. 
They found fault with the Apoſtles, as giving too 
much liberty ro men in the uſe of Marriage and 
Meats ; but they thought the ſtate of the one 
was not agreeable to their ſanctity, nor the free 
uſe of the other conſiſtent with their ſevere: and 


mortified life. For they did forbid to marry, and com i Tim.4. q 


manded to abſtam from meats. They would not make 
ule of the liberty which God had allowed, bur 
. they were'ready to take that which he had for- 
bidden : therefore the Apoſtle gives the true cha- 
racer of them when he ſaith, they ſpake les in by- 
| pocrifie. There was an outward ſhew of {anctity 
| and ſeverity in their doctrine; but no men are 
obſerved by Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians to have been 
more eager of what God had forbidden, than 
they who were {o {crupulous about what. God 

had allowed. We do not (ay, the caſe is alto- 
gether the ſame , where men are forbidden abſolute: 
ly, as though Marriage were unlawful m it ſelf ; which 
was the caſe of the antient Hereticks ; and 
where it is forbidden only to a particular Order 
of men, asitis in the Church of Rome : bur this 
we ſay, that where it is forbidden to a particular 


Order of men, as though it did nor become the 
| C [antthy 


rice Ep.1. 
if Ca 7e 
Ep... Ce 9. 


Mat. 6s I 7» 


(56) 


ſanity of that. Order 5 this is reviving that hy: 


pocrihe which 5. Paw condemns : eſpecially 
when it isforbidden on fuchan account as Pope 
Siriciza did it, becanſe they that are m the fleſh cannot 
pleaſe God; which 1s in eifect ſending all married 
perſons to Hell. This was one part of the pre- 
tended mortification of falſe Teachers about 
Marriage, the ether was about Meats. S. Paul 
knew noſuch holineſs in one ſort of Meat above 
another, as though men could faſt their bellies 
full of one , but the leaſt taſte of the other de- 
Rroyed it. What a pleaſant thing it is to ac- 
count that faſting, which the unmortified Epi 
cures of old accounted their moſt delicious feaſt- 
ing, Viz; Fiſh and Wine ! This is not doing ſo 
much as the Phariſees did, for they appeared wnto 
men. to faſt: but inthe-Church of Rome they can- 
not belaid to dothar,, unlels:faſting and eating 
be the ſamething. But may not the Church call not 
eating prohubited meat faſting * No doubt it may ; as 
well as call that no bread, which we ſee, and 
taſte, and handle to be bread. However I can- 
not underſtand, but if their Church had fo pleal- 
ed, the cating Fleſh and abſtaining from Fiſh 
might have been called faſting ; and lo they. 
might have made one entire Faſt of a whole 
years eating.: and notwithſtanding all the pre- 
tence of faſting and mortification in that Church, 
I. cannor. ſee that any man is bound. by the m_ 

bt of: 


C17) 

of ir, to keep one true faſt all the dayes of his 
life. But if all the mortification required, lyes 
only in a diſtinftion of meats, the falſe Apoſtles went 
beyond them init; for they utterly forbid ſome 


ſorts, ſaying, touch not, taſte not, handle not ; andnot ca, s. 2 


meerly to thew their obedience to the commands 
of the Church , but that they might not gratifie 
the deſires of thefleſh, and therefore the Apoſtle 
ſaith;, theſe things had on that account a fas of 
wiſdom in them; being in all probability taken from 
the ſevere precepts of the Pythagorean Philoſophy, 
which makes him bid them, - Beware leſt they were 
ſpoiled through Philoſophy and vain deceit, = the tras 
dition of men, and the principles of the world, and not af= 
ter Chriſt. For if this ſort of mortification were 
a thing ſo pleaſing to God, the Heathen princi- 
ples were more agreeable to hisnature, than the 

do&rine of Chriſtianity, This only requires the 

ſubduing our inward luſts, and in order to thar, 

to keep the body in ſubjection ; bur in the my- 

ſeries of the Heathen Religion far greater ſe- 

verities were to be undergone, inorder to their 
participation of them. And the hardthips were . 
lo great in ſome of their initiations, eſpecially 
thoſe of Mithras , that ſome dyed before they 
could paſs through them : and yer for any to be 


admitted without them , was preſent death to - 


PR 
F4 


them. They were to make confeſs:0n of their 
ſins 3 ſhave their heads * chanze their habits 
| G3. 


V. 23s 


V. 8. 


} 


” CE ee eee ee te eee a PIT 
WI — —__—_— | > pd” —y >. ag ge, 


—_ 


_— a x. > 
” d. = -- WT — 
4 - 26 - 2 _— = Cm 6 
» WV as _ . _ \ So” tw ad... FO FAS Lie 
——OR- - » ” om A - * 
X _ 
- CESS L - —_— 6 hgh oy rm 
< a "1 eee La” TI: - » I rrErung —_ — - EE EE S = 
7 eee. een ne err rr eee ME ER  OORESTS — LONG ID > > - W_—— _— 


C18) 
upon the . bare ground my faſt” for ſeveral. dayes, and 


when. they. eat , it - was to. be only of ſome certain 


meats; theſe and many orher. ſeverities they were 
-ro. go through in orger: to the. purifying their 
. fouls, aschey thought, and bringing them to the 
| Ratethey were in before they came-into the bo- 
dy. - Some. part of theſe hardſhips the Pythagore: 
ans rook: into their Philofopby ; and.from them the 


Coloſſians began to be infeted wich. them : but 
S. Paul calls them only vain deceits, the command- 
ments and doftrines of men, things that made a fair ſhew, 
but he looks upon, them 'as corruptions of the 
doctrine of Chriſt. | Yer afterwards the Mantaniſts 
and Fncratite and others were much ſtriaer and 
more. frequent. in theſe fafts and abſtinence, than 
the Catholick Chriſtians ; but the Church 
thought fic to condemn them, as corrupters of 
Chriſtianity. By all which we ſee, how apt men 
are to bedeceived by falſe Teachers, when they 
pretend ro ſo much Mortification abave what 
Chriſtianity requires from them.. 
They pretended ro know the mind of 
Chriſt better than the Apoſtles did: they pretend- 
ed, that they had converſed familiarly with 
Chriſt upon earth, and underſtood his meaning 
better than the Apoſtles did. Aadtherefore their 


» Cor. :. Diſciples inthe (burch of Corinth, were neither for 
12. Paul, nor Apollos, nor-Cephas, but they were only 


for Chriſt : and gave out that from him they un- 
derftood, 


derftood, that what he had ſaid concerning the 
Reſurrettion, was only to be underſtood of the ſtate 
of Regeneration: which doctrine it ſeems had got- 
ten great footing in the Church of Corinth by their 
They reported,that the Apoſtles under- 
ſtood only ſome common and ordinary things, 
bur the deeper and more hidden myſteries were only 
made known to them : 
in his Epiſtles to thoſe Churches which they had 
corrupted , ſpeak ſo often of his underſtanding . 

the myſteries of God ; But we ſpeak the wiſdom of God x Cor.z. 7. 
n a myſterie , even the hidden wifdom which God or- 

dained before the world to'our glory : having made known yi. ©, g, 
unto us the myſterie of his will : whereby ye may unde:- 
ſtand my knowledge in the myſterie of Chriſt. T he cwrue 
Apoftles declared, that they kept back nothing. of the 
counſel of God, but deliveredit openly and plainly, 
to make all men ſee and.underſtand what that myſterie was : 
the falſe Apoſtles prerended,thattheDoctrine and 
Writings of the Apoltles did not contain all the 
great myſteries of the Goſpel, bur they were re- 
ceived from Chritts own mouth, and conveyed to: 
others by a ſecret and. oral tradition. 
written by the. Evangeliſts they could not deny to- 

be true, bur they were dark and obſcure, and 

could not be underſtood: bur by the help. of cheir 

Oral Tradition. : and upon this principle , (erin- 

thus, Baſilides, Valentinus, and Marcion went, as ap- ,,, , .. 


pears by Ireneus, For when they. ſaw, they could. z.. 


means. 


which makes S. Paul 


The things. 


{ 
F 
, 
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never make good their Do&rines by the writings 
of the New Teſtament they ſought to blaſt the 
reputation of theſe, and et up the Authority of 
an Oral Tradition abovethem. Men do not ule to 
pick quarrels with their Friends; and therefore 
when we find any charging the Scripture with 
obſcurity and imperfe&tion, we have reaſon to 
believe, they hope for no comfort from it. 

4. They made uſe of the moit ſubilc and crafty 
methods of deceiving. To this end they were very 
buſie and active , watching every opportunity , 
therefore S. Paul charges them with ſleight and cun- 


Eph. 4-14. Ning craftineſs, lying in wait to deceive : 1.e. with uſing 


all the arts and tricks of deceivers : as (1. )By 
deep diflimulation and diſguiling themſelves, 
not appearing at firſt to be what they really are, 
nor letting them underſtand, what their true do- 
ctrine and deſign is, If any of thoſe they hope 
rogain, object any thing againſt them, how do 
they pity their ignorance, and revile their Tea- 
chers, thatdid {o foully miſrepreſent their Do-- 
arines to them! Alas for them poor men, they 
neither underſtand us nor our Religion ! * They 
*havetaken up things upon truſt, & their preju- 
© dice will not ſuffer them to examine things as 
*theyare. Have you not been told thus and thus 
** concerning us, and not one word of it is true ? 
** Never truſt ſuch men more,come be perſwaded 
**by us, and then you ſhall be truly enlightned. 
| (2.) By 


(21) 
6.) By raiſing prejudices againſt their Teachers, 
as they did in the Church of Corinth againſt S. Paul, 


repreſenting him as a man of a mean and contemptible 2 Cor. 10. | 


preſence,and rude in ſpeech.**Come, ſay they,and hear 
our Preachers, with what admirable eloquence 
* and moving expreſſions they ſpeak, how they 
*dart beams of hight into mens minds, and ſtrike 
*through the ſouls of men! you would never care 
*for this dull and obſcure way of S. Paul more. 
But this is a ſmall thing to diſparage only his 
gifts; *Obſerve ſay they his doctrine,and fee whi- 
*ther ittends, isnot he againſt thoſe that forbid 
*to marry, and abſtain from meats? Judge now 
:*whither theſe looſe dodrines lead men. So 
S. Paul tell us,that they had repreſented him as one 
that walked after the fleſh; and had prevailed fo far 
upon the people by theſe ſly infinuations, as 
though all he aimed ar, was only for his own ad- 
vantage, Viz, that he might be popular, and ger 
himſelf an intereſt among that rich people of Co- 


I. IleG. | 


2.Cor. 10.2. 


rinth, ſo that he tells them, he was fain to live upon 2Cor.11.8:. 


other Churches to do them ſervice : and he tells us after- 

wards the falſe Apoſtles gave the occaſion of it : & in the 72» 

Churches of Galatia they had turned his greateſt 

friends to be his enemies; and he gives this account 

of it, they would exclude us, that you might affett them. G3 4-15 

(3.) By ſowing Schiſms 8&.diviſions among them. *” /* 

This was their maſter-piece, robeget:contentions 

where they couldnor prevail themſelves. Whar 
| J9Y; 


3Cor.1.12 


Th) 


joy was'it to them to ſee in the Church of Corinth, 
luch parties and factions made among them ? ſome 
for Paul, ſome for Apollos, ſome for Cephas , from 
hence. proceeded envying , and ſtrife , and diviſions 
among them , and this gave them a fair opportunity 
of breaking them in pieces one againſt another. 
And therefore the Apoſtle ſaw ir neceflary to uſe 
the utmoſt means to cure theſe diviſions among 
them; and elſewhere. beſeeches the Chriſtians to 


. mark them that cauſe diviſions and offences.contrary to the 


doftrine which ye harve learned, and avoid them , for they 
that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt but their own 
belly,and by good words and fair ſpeeches deceive the bearts 
of the ſample : 1.e.they carry on their own deſigns and 
intereſts, by theſe means ; and therefore ſtudy all 
the wayes to foment and increaſe them. © Why 


ſhould the diſciples of Peter yield tothoſe of Paul, 


and why ſhould nor thoſe of Apollos be regarded 


* as much as either ? And ſuch was the unhappy 
{uccels of theſe mens arts in this divided Church. 
of Corinth , that notwithſtanding all the care of 
S. Paul to pur an end to their factions, they brake 
out with greater fury afterwards, as appears by 
the Epiſtle of Clemens to them: and he takes-no- 
tice of thoſe whodid caſtthe arrows of contenti- 
on among them : and therefore he makes that the 
chiet argument of hisEpiſtle, ro defear the defign 
of the falſe Teachers, by perſwading them to 
peace and unity among themſelves. (4) By hy 
mo 


(23) 
moſt plauſible infinuations. By good words and fair 
ſpeeches, ſaith S. Paul, they deceive the hearts of the ſim- 
ple: they might find by their ſoftneſs and gentle- 
neſs that they were in Sheeps clothing. How meek 
and humble, and infinuarting are . 4 where they 
have any hopes of a prey! how do the bowels 
of theſe ravenng Wolves yearn towards theſilly ſhe-p, 
thatlopk only on their outſides! [They would 
not hurt a limb of them for all the world ! No- 
thing.but meer zeal for their good, could make 
them run ſuch hazards, and venture ſo much as 
they do! What end could they have in following 
ſuch ſtray Sheep, bur to reduce them to the true 
ſheepfold 2 Thus, if the Wolves may be believed, 
there is no danger to the Sheep,but from their Shep- 
herds: let them but forſake them, and then ſee 
what admirable love, and peace, and unity they 
would live together in : . but the Apoſtle well adds 

' toall this, deceiving the bearts of the ſumple, for none 
elſe are capable of being thus deceiyed, by all 
their fair pretences and plauſible infinuations. 

5. The falſe Teachers were for a more porn- 
paus and-eafie way of Religion » than thetrue 
Apoſtles were ; "Theſe were for the purity and ſim- 
plicity of the Goſpel of Chriſt, the other were for 
joyning the Jewiſh Ceremonies and the Heathen Cu- 
ſtoms rogether with it; and by this means they 

hoped: with much more eaſe to gain Proſelytes to 

them; eſpecially when to this they addeda greater 
| D liberty 


Mat. 7. 14» 
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liberty in mens lives; ſorhar by theſe offers, they 
hoped togainthe vain, the ſuperſtitious, andthe 

rofaner ſort wholly torhem. See how S. Paul 
Ieſeribes them, baving a form of godlineſs, but denying 
the power of it ; for of this ſort are they which creep into 
houſes, and lead captive ſilly women laden with ſins, led 
away with divers luſts. Theſe were ſubjects rightly 
diſpoſed to be deceived by them: their folly made 
them capable, and their luſts very tra&able, to 
ſuch a formal, pompous, caſte Religion: It was 
by this indulgence of men in their fins, that vile 
Sect of the —_—_— ſo much ground in the 
beginnings of Chriſtianity. S. (bryſoſtom thinks 
theſe words of our Saviour have a particular re- 
ſpe& tothe foregoing words, Strait 1s the gate and 
narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it, Now thele words coming immedi- 
atcly after ſeem to-imply, that theſe falſe Prophets 
were for making the gate wider, andthe way to 
Heaven larger than Chriſt hath-done, and ſuch 
need not fear they ſhall have many followers,and 
eſpecially of thoſe who are fartheſt from theKing- 
dom of Heaven. All the blefledneſs our Saviour 
promifes, is to the humble andcontrite, tothe 
meek and righteous, to the merciful, pure and 

eaceable : butif others make eaſier conditions 
of bleſiedneſs, no wonder if their dodrine be en- 
rertained by thoſe who are willing to be happy, 


but unwilling to: keave their fins. As if falſe 


Teachers 


95) 

- Teachers ſhould'turn our Saviours Beatitudes in- 
to ſuch as theſe; 'Bleffed are ye, if ye confeſs your ſins 
\ to a Prieft, and receive the Sacrament of Penance , for 
your ſins are forgiven, Bleſſed are ye , if ye vow po- 
verty, and leave the world ; for ye ſhall inberit the earth. 
Blefſed are ye, if ye go in Pulgrimages, and viſit the ſe- 
yen (hurches ( eſpecially in a year of Jubilee, and receive 
the Popes benedittion ). for ye ſhall be called the (ſbildren 
of God, Bleſſed are ye, if ye do or ſuffer evil for the (a- 
tholick Churches fake ; for great ſhall be your reward in 
Heaven. Bleſſed are they, that howſoever they live, dye 
inS, Francis his habit, for theirs is the Kingdomof Hea- 


wen. For ſo Gregory theninth ſaith, that S. Francis Sacrar. 


obtained this priviledge of God , that whoſoever had that 


habit on, could not dye ill + and S. Francis adds himlelf, p. 6. 


That whoſoever loved his Order im bis heart, bow great a 
ſunner ſoever he was, ſhould obtain mercy of God. And are 
not theſe much eafier terms. of bleſledneſs, than 
thoſe our Saviour Jays down ? Belides,that which 
makes the way to:Heaven more narrow, 1s that 
our Saviour declares, he came . not to deſtroy the. Law, 
but to fulfill it ; and adds precepts of his own to it : 
But do not they.make the-way to Heaven much 
opener, that teach'men to diſtclve both the Law 
and the Precepts of Chriſt?For this.ts the language 
of theſe falſe 'Teachers, if we bring their doctrine 
to the manner of our Saviours.exprefiions.. ** Ye 
© have heard; that it. hath been..faid of old, Thou 
* ſhalt warſhip the Eard thy God, and bim only ſhalt thou 

IG D 2 * ſerve ; 
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* ſerve; but we ſay unto you; that ye are to give 
* worſhip both to Saints and Angels. Ye have 
*© heard, that it hath been ſaid by them of ol 
**time; Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any graven Image, 
** nor the likeneſs of any thing, &c. but we lay unto 
'* you,thatthis Command may be left out:-among 
* Chriſtians. - You have heard that it hath been 
* ſaid of old, Thou ſhalt net kill : but we ſay unto 
**you, that to murder Princes, blow up-Par- 
*liaments, deſtroy Hereticks: is lawtul' for the 
© good of the Catholick Church. You have heard, 
that it hath been ſaid of old, Thou ſhalt not commit 
© adwltery : but we ſay unto you, that marriage in 
- * a Prieſt is worſe than fornication. - Thus far for 


-theLaw, now. let us ſee the liberty they take as 
tothe precepts of the Goſpel. © Ye have heard that 
** it hath been ſaid by Chriſt, Drink ye all of this : 
** but we ſay unto you, that notwithſtanding this 
* precept of Chriſt; the Laity muſtnor do tt: You 
© have heard, thatit hath'becir ſaid by —_ 


* ftle;thar men ought to pray with rnderſtanding: but 
* we fay unto you, that: men need-not underftand 
© whatrthey pray for; Ye have heard thatiye have 
© been commanded both by Chriſt and his Apo- 
© files, to Read the Scriptures: but we forbid the 
* people to read the Scriptures , and ſay, - that 
© more. hurt than-good coines: by it. Fudge now, 
whether the character of falſe 'Teachers doi nor be- 
longtothem, whohave found another way,nay,a 

_ contrary 
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contrary way to Heaven, to that which our Savi- 
our directed ? And ſo much for the Caution here 
_ given, and the Reaſon annexed to it; Beware of 
falſe Prophets, for they come to you im Sheeps clothing, but 
mwardly they are rayening Wolves, I come now, 
.- 2. Tothe Rule laid down by our Saviour for 
the judging of them ; By their fruits ye ſhall know 
them. He doth not ſend men to an infallible Judge 
to know the true and falſe Teachers from each 
other, but layes down ſuch a Rule as he ſuppoſed 
mighr be ſufficient to direct men in their judge- 
ment of them. If (rift had ever intended to have 
left ſuch a Vicar upon earth, whoſe judgement all 
Chriſtians are bound:to follow:, he would never 
have put them to ſucha needleſs tryal of mens 
Dottrines by their Fruits: the ſhort and plain wa 
had been to have ſaid thus, There will falſe Teachers 
ariſe, but remember that you are to obey. aud follow the 
Biſhop. of Rome ; and if you will be ſaved, I command 
you, to hold in communion with him. This had been 
the fulleſt and cleareſt dire&ion-inthe world;and 
nodoubt, if our bleſſed Saviour had meant any. ſuch 
thing, ſuch was his care oftheſouls of men, this 
would have been one of the farſt. and plaineſt pre- 
cepts-of- the Goſpel. But {odark and obſcure, fo 
remote and impertinent. are the -proofs brought 
from Scripture for the Popes Supremacy., that I dare 
ſay,that Ariſtotles Politicks do prove it-much better 
than any. Text in the Bible: and thole I ſuppoſe 
os : D 3 - han 
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have been of my opinion, who lightly paſſing 
over the paſſages of Scripture, have been large in 
proving , that Monarchy is the beſt Government, and 
therefore ought to be in the Church. Which ar- 
gument if it have any force for an Univerſal Mz- 
narchy in the Church, I ſhould nor at all wonder 
to ſee the ſame perſons zealous to premote an 
Univerſal Monarchy in the World too. For if the 
| : argument in theCanon Law be good, That the Pope 
m5”. is above the Emperour, becauſe God created two 
= otcd. great Lights, the Sun and the Moon: I hope the ſame 

reaſon, which will prove it neceſlary for the Sun 

to rule the day, will equally hold, that the Moor 
ſhould rule the night. AndI ſhall eafily agree, that 
when .it will be thought reaſonable for all the 

Kings and Princes in the world to ſubmit them- 

ſelves to one Univerſal Monarch, it may be then ex- 

pedient for all particular Churches, to give up 
their rights to the Pope. In-the mean time we 
think it moſt convenient to follow our Saviours 

Rules, to judge of mens pretences, how great 
' and haughty ſoever, by the frutsthey produce. 

Which Rule is not to be underſtood concerning 

the particular ations of men which have no! teſpect 

to their dofrines ; for as S. ( bryſoſtom obſerves, ma- 
ny Hereticks have been men of excellent lives,and 
fo on the contrary, bur we are- to underſtand it 

of thoſe fruits which their doctrines have a di- 

re& influence upon. And therefore this _u 

ath 
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hath a particular reſpe& to two things by which 
we arc to examine the faireſt pretences : wiz. 
1. The deſign they tend to. 2. The means made uſe 
of for the accompliſhing this deſign. If there- 
fore the deſign be quite of another nature from 
that of the Goſpel; ifthe means be ſuch as are di- 
realy contrary to it, we may from thence juſtly 
inferr, that how plauſible ſoever the pretences 
are, how fine and (oft ſoever the Sheeps clothing be, 
yetinwardly they are ravening Wolves. | 

1. I begin therefore, with the deſign of their 
dofrines. Nothing is more eaſe, than for men 
tro underſtand the deſign of Chriſtianity, viz; the 
exerciſe of all Chriſtian vertues to fit men for the 
| Kingdom of Heaven : for our Saviour declares, 


That his Kingdom is not of this world ; that he came Toh.18.36- 


not tomeddle with the rights of Princes, or to 
diſpofe of Crowns and Dominions ; all that he 
aimed at, was to poſſeſs men with a-firm belief 
of another world, and by the moſt powerful mo- 
tives to perlwade men to repentance, and a ſo- 
ber, righteous, and a godly life. And if they did. 
theſe things, what ever troubles and difficulties 
they mer with in this world, ſhould be abnn- 
dantly recompenſed in that to'come. This is. 
the main ſcope and deſign of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion; and the great art of the falſe Prophets lay 
in this, that they pretended {till ro own Chrifti- 
anity, (which was their Sheeps clothing ) bur ay 

| | | y 


(30) 
by ſecret and pernicious mixtures of their 6xwn 
docrines to undermine and pervertthe whole de- 
ſign of it. SoS. Paul ſaith of them, not that they 
did oppoſe, bur that they did pervert the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. Imarvel, ſaith he, that ye are ſoſoon removed 


| "Gal. 16. 7. from him that called you into the grace of Chriſt to another 


Goſpel : which yet is not another , but there be ſome thit 
trouble you, and would pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt. Now 
I defire, it may be conſidered, whetherany thing 
doth more effectually pervert the deſign of the 
Goſpel , than the ſerting up a Kingdom in this 
world under the pretence of ir,that ſhould be'pa- 
ramount to all Princes and Potentates, and to 
which they owe ſubjeion'& obedience? And yer 
this hath been the open and avowed deſign of the 
prevailing Faction in the (hurch'of Rome for the 
laſt ix hundred years. I do not deny but there 
were ſome tendencies to it before, and wiſe 'men 
might eaſily gueſs what it would cone to, if the 
deſign came once to be managed by a man of 
Spirit and courage, as it was by Gregory the Se- 
venth,whoin 4 Council at Rome publiſhed his fa- 
mous Dicates, viz. That there is but one Name in the 


2016. Sebd. Wor Id, viz. that of the Pope * that it was in his power to 
3Is depoſe Emperours, and abſolve Subjefts from obedience to 


their Princes. Now the grand deſign breaking our, 
all other thihgs were contrived and carried on 
which were thoughit neceſſary to accompliſh it: 
and there being twothings needful for the main- 
| tenance 


1). 
fenance of ſuch a pretended Monarchy, wiz, ſuf- 
ficient numbers of men, whoſe intereſt ſhould lye 
in upholding it, and great revenues to ſupport 
the dignity ofit: Theſetwo were taken careof 
with all the art and induſtry imaginable. For 
the farſt, ir was neceſlary to diſengage them from 
all Civil intereſts, and yet to preſerve their ho- 
nour and reputation with the people. The for- 
mer could not be done while the Clergy: gave 
hoſtages of their fidelity to the Civil Government 
by the intereſts of their Families and Children, 
therefore this Pope did moſt ſeverely forbid all - 
_ Clergy-mens marrying ; that as the old Roman 
Souldiers were forbidden maxriage while they 
received pay, leſt their domeſtick intereſts ſhould 
abate their courage : ſo the Celibate of the Clergy 
was ſtrictly enjoyned, to make them more uſe- 
ful and hearty for this deſign. Bur leſt the num- 
ber of theſe ſhould not be thought ſufficient, 
great {warms of Monks and Friers were encouraged 
and diſperſed in all Countreys, and to make them 
more Fichful ro this intereſt ( becaule Princes 
might oblige particular Biſhops who might curb 
and reſtrain theſe ſpiritual Janizartes)) therefore 
they were exempt from their juriſdiction, & kept 
inimmediate dependence on the Pope. To give 
yet further encouragement ro both Orders, the 
Do@rine. of Eccleſiaſtical Liberty was ſer on foot , 
not a liberty from the Law of Moſes, or the power of 
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Sin, or the dominion of Satan, whichis all the Liberty 
the Goſpel ſpeaks of ; but an exemption from the 

ower of the Civil Magiſtrate ; in ſo much, that 
the Popiſh Caſuiſts derermihe , that Rebellion in , 
Clergy-man is no Treaſon, becauſe be is not ſubjeft to the 
Civil power. And this doarine of Liberty is no 
invention of the Jeſuits; bur ir is determined by 
the famous (ſounciis of ( onftance, Lateran, and Trent, 
that Lay perſons bave no Juriſdiftion over Eccleſuaſtical 
Bur beſides .this, the Pope hath other rtyes upon 
them; every Biſhop is at this day ſworn to obey 
the Pope at his Conſecration ; all the Regular 
Clergy are under a Yow of blind Obedience to their 
Superiours, who are*more immediately influenced 


by the Court of Rome. Now ſuch an infinite num- 


ber of perſons being made thus ſure to the Papal 
Intereſt, it muſt be ſo ordered, that theſe perſons 
may preſervetheir reputation among the people, 
ro this end, they are told, that they muſt depend 
wholly upon the Priefthood for matters of faith 
and ſalvation, and it is of mighty concernmeat to 
them to have the good will of the Prieſts, for that 


upon their good or bad intention depends the 


making or marring of their Sacraments. But that 
no deſigns might be carried on, which they ſhould 
not underſtand, never was there ſuch an inventi- 
on to that purpoſe , as Auricular Confeſsion : and 
yet that the people may have greater reverenceto 
their Prieſts, they are told, that they can make 

Ty their 


"85 ) 
their God at any time by pronouncing the Five 
Words of Conſecration. And what cannot the 
do, (as one of thery bravely ſaid ) while they 
have thefr God in their hands, and their Prince 
on his knees ? - And both theſe doctrines of Con: 
feſſion and Tranſubſtantiation were defined by the 
ame Pope Innocent the Third, a man of the ſame 
ſpirit and undertakings with Gregory the Seventh. 
And laſtly, that no ſupplies ſhould be wanting to 
ſupport the Grandeur of the Papal See, beſides the 
pretended Donations and Conceſſions of Princes, 
all arts imaginable were uſed to drain money 
out of all Countreys in ſubjection to the Pope, 
and to empty it mtothe Popes Treaſury. This very 
Kingdom of ours was a remarkable inftance of 
this, during ar $t-—ar4 4 under the Popes Ty- 
ranny. For an account being takenin Henry the 
Eighthstime,it was found, that inthe compaſs of 


forty years foregoing,noleſs a ſum than 160000l. 3,;7, », 
was carried to Rome upon the ſole account of 1532. 


Inveſtiture of Biſhops, beſides the vaſt ſumms 
that were raiſed by Peter-pence , Diſpenſations and 
Indulgences , which were a'kind of Contribution 
upon the fins of the People. Thus we ſee, how 
the deſign was laid and managed for an Univerſal 
Monarchy in the Church. Bur ſome will ſay, that 
the world is grown wiſer now. T heartily wiſh ic were 
ſo; for nothing would be more prejudicial ro 
the Papal Intereſt, thanits being ſo. Burt ler us not 
LES - 2 deceive 
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deceive our ſelves the pretenſions are as high and 
as great at Rometo this Monarchy as: ever they were. 


And whar'ever ſome vainlyYiſtinguiſh of. the Coure 


and Church of Rome in this matter, it is certain thoſe 
of the (onrt of Rome not only aſſert, but prove i; 
too, that this dorine hath been-:the doctrine 0' 


the Roman (hurch for {ix hundred years ; and thez 


produce for it beſides a great number of Authors 


no fewer than ten (ouncils,whereof two are alloy. 


ed by themto begeneral, viz; thoſe of Lyons and Ly 
teran. But this is nor all, butthey contend for itno: 
as a probable opinion, bur as a thing certain and! 
faith, and that nat barely at Rowe, bur even i: 


France. For inthe memory of many yet alive, aftet 


a hor debate in a general Aſſembly of thethree E- 
ſtates at Paris,the Popes Power of depoſing Frinces wa: 


aſſented to by,all rhe Nobility and - lergy of tha 


Kingdom. Somie particular perſons among them. 
may and do oppoſe it of late ; but they'are excont 
municated at Rome for doing it;and thereby declars, 
as much as they can be, not tobe members of the? 
Church, for daring to oppole ſo Orthodox and Ca 
tholick a Doctrine as the Popespower of depoſin}? 
Princes. Nay,Cardinal Perron ſaith in his eloquers 
Oratibntothe third Eſtate at Paris, who oppoſe 
this Doctrine , That unleſs it were approved, it fob 


3que en celle-lowed that the Church of Rome for many Ages: hath beey 


an tiers 


Eſtat. ſur 
Farticle dwSerment. Par Monſig. Emir entiſ.Cararnal au Perron L' An. 16 * 


the Kingdom of Antichriſt , and Synagogue of Satan; 


and 


_ 


and King James tells us, That the Pope in his Letter of 


; thanks to the Nobility , for complying with this bleſſed = | gh . 

| Dottrine, called the (ommons or Deputies of the third the Righs I 

, Eſtate : of Kings, in | 
ate, Nebulones ex fzce plebis, a pack of Knaves the Prove, þ 


of the very dregs of the People. Very obliging lan- 
guage from the Head of the (Church !- When all that 
the Commons deſired, was only to have this Opi- 
nion condemned, That the Pope hath pawer to depoſe 
Princes, and that killing of Kings is an att Meritorions 
to the purchaſe. of the Crown of Martyrdom : bur this 
by-all their inſtances and arguments, they could 
never obtain; butthe Nobility and Clergy over- 
ruled themin it. . Forthe (ergy King James laith, 
He did not wonder ſo much, becauſe they look on them- 
ſelves as properly Subjetts to the Pope , and therefore are 
bound to advance that Monarchy to which-they belong. 
Gut. for the Nobility, ſaith he, the Kmgs right arm, to 
proſtitute, and ſet as it were to ſale, the Dignity of their 
King, . as if the arm ſhould give a thruſt unto the head , 
1 ſay,for the Nobi'ity to hold and maintain even in Far lia 
ment their King is lyable to d: pofation by any forrei2n* ower 
or.'Potentate, may it not paſs for one of the ſtrangeſt Mt- 
racles, and rareſt Wonders of the World * For that once 
grated, this conſequence is good and neceſſary; That um 
caſe the King once. lawfully depojed, ſhall ſtand upon the 
defenſive, and hold out for bis right , he may then be 
lawfully murdered. Which conlequence is very 
.well underſtood at Rome,and allowed to be good 
by. che Roman Caſuiſts; and. yer the eloquent ( ar- 


dinal. 
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dinal calls that Dodtrine which makes Princes in- 
| depoſlable by the Pope, A breeder of Schiſms, a gate 
that makes way for all Hereſie to enter , and a Doftrine 
to be held in ſuch deteſtation, that rather than he and his 
fellow Biſhops will yield to the ſigning thereof, they will be 
contented like Martyrs to burn at a ſtake. Bleſled 
Martyrs the mean while | and fit to be pur in the 
ſame (alendar with the Gunpowder Traitors, who 
ſuffered, as I ſhall ſhew preſently, on the ſame 
ptinciple; methinks they might have choſen a 
better Cauſe to have dyed Martyrs for. But 
ſurely it muſt be an Article of faith, and a main 
point of their Religion, which makes men Mar- 
| tyrs who ſuffer for it. And ſuch no doubt, it is 
accounted among them; when the ſame Cardi- 
nal ſaith, That it leads men not only to unavoidable 
Schiſm , but manifeſt Hereſie to deny it ; and that it ob- 
liges men to confeſs, that the Catholick (burch bath for 
many ages periſhed from the earth; for he confident- 
ly avows it, that all parties in the Catholick Church have 
held it, and the whole French Church till the time of 
Calvin ; that if this Doftrine be not true, the Pope is [0 
far from being Head of the Church and Vicar of Chriſt, 
that he is a Heretick and Antichriſt, and all the parts of 
their C burch are the Limbs of Antichriſt. And if they 
be ſo, we cannot help it: but think we have 

rear: reaſon to ſecure our ſelves againſt the in- 
tetion of ſuch pernicious: principles both to 
Chriſtianity and the Civil Government, And 
what 


C37) 
what can be more oppoſite to the deſign of Chri- 
| ſtianity,, "when that requires men to obey even 


Irfidel and Heathen Governours for conſcience ſake , Rom.13. 5, 


this Doctrine makes it lawful to depole, deſtroy, 
and murder Chriſtian Princes for the Pope and 
the Churches ſake? This is the firſt thing we are 
ro examine falſe Teachers by ; ix; the deſign of 
their Doctrines, 

2, By the means made ule of to accompliſh this 
deſign : It chings in themſelves evil , repugnant 
tothe principles of humane nature, and thole of 
civil ſocieties, as well as tothe precepts of Chri- 
ſtianity, are made lawful only for the carrying 
on their deſign ; we need not go farther to exa- 
mine them ; for by theſe fruits we may know them, 
There are three things which mainly uphold Ci- 
vil Societies, Truth, Ubedience, and a care of the good 
of others, but if men fall not through any tudden 
infirmity or {urprize, but openly and avowedly 
juſtifie the lawfulnels of falſhood, treaſon and cru: 
elty, when they are intended for the carrying on 
their defign ; what could they invent more con- 
trary tothe Laws both of God and man ? where- 
in could they better diſcover themſelves, nor- 
withſtanding their: Sheeps clothing, to be meer rave- 
ning Wolves ? 1. Falſhood, and that both in their 
words and dealings. 1. In their words, by aſſerting 
the lawfulneſs of 4quivocation and mental reſerva- 


tion in their moſt folema Anſwers : as Father 
Garnett, 


| Garnett, when the Lords asked him, Whether he had 

| 4 rx ol any conference with Hall ? denyed it upon his Soul, and ' 
Trait. reiterated it with ſuch” horrible execrations as wounded 
their hearts that heard him, and immediately upon Hall's 
confeſsing it, he excuſed bynſelf by the benefit of equi- 

vocation : which being* objected againſt Garnett 

after his Execution, the Roman Jeſuite Eudemon 

- Joh. ' Johannes defends him in it , and faith t is law- 
5 [ord *ful for a man to ſwear, and: take the Sacrament upon 
6.8. p.171.#t, when he knows in his conſcience, what he 
ſaith to be abſolutely falſe, it he doth not help 

himſelf by a mental reſervation. And Treſham 


a little before his death in the Tower ſubſcribed it 


Proceea, 


againſt the ITN his own hand, That he had not ſeen Garnett in 


rait» fixteen years before, when it was evidently proved , and 
Garnett confeſſed they had been togetber but the Summer 
before; and all that Garnett had to ſay for him 
was, that he ſuppoſed he meant to equivocate. Lord! 

_ that men going into another world,ſhould think 
thus groſly to impoſe upon God and men. What 
was ſpeech intended for, if not that others might 
underſtand -our meaning by it 2 Did ever any 
man tell a lyeto himſelf? Truth in words-con- 
ſiſts in an entire propoſition, and not of one half- 
ſpoken and half-concealed ? and if it be lawful 
- thus to abuſe mankind, it was to no purpole ever 
ro forbid lying; for any but meer fools may 
help themſelves in their moſt ſolemn proteſtati- 
ons, by ſome ſecret reſerveintheir own minds : 
and 
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and ſo this principle makes way for all the lyes 
or perjuries inthe world, if a man thinks that he 
is not bound to betray bimſelf, or if he judges his 

own damage will be greater by diſcovering the 
truth, than the others damage will be by conceal- 
ing it. 2. Falſhood in dealings: and thatnotwith- 
ſtanding the moſt ſolemn Promiſes, nay, the 
Safe-condu&s of Princes, For notwithſtanding all 
their ſhifts and evaſions in this matter, no man 
that regards his ſafety, will ever pur his life into 


their hands for the ſake of the Council of Conſtance. 


All that they haveto ſay is, that The Emperor did as 
much as lay in him to do ; but it belonged to the Council to 
proceed upon Hereticks, and the Emperour could not hinder 
that. And what is this, but plainly to ſay, thar 
Princes arc to keep their words with Infidels and 
Catholicks, butthey have nothing to do to keep 
their words with Hereticks? And if this be their 
_ we mult have a care how far we truſt 
them. 
2+ Treaſon, It is the honour of our (hurch of*En- 

gland, that it aſſerts the Rights of Princes lo clearly 
and fully, without tricks and reſervations, and 
all that mean honeſtly, love to ſpeak plainly. Bur 
how many caſes have they in the- Church of Rome, 
wherein men are acquitted from their duty from 
their Princes? If a Toy comes into the Popes 
head, or upon ſome Pique or jealouſie,, he falls to 


the cenſures of the Church, & excommunicares a 


_— F Prince: 
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Prifice : what a caſe is this poor Prince in as to 
all choſe Subje&s that think themſelves bound to 
obey the Pope ? They may lawfully in their 
own Opinion riſe againſt him, fight with him, 
aſſaſſinate and murder him. And which is very 
obſervable, all this while they are not bound to 
believe the Pope infallible in theſe cenſures; fo 
that right or wrong, ifa Prince chanceto fall un- 
der the Popes —_ we ſee what a liberty is 
left.to all his creatures to ruine and deſtroy their 
Soveraign ? The frequent attempts upon Q.Hlz4- 
beth, the murder of Henry the Third of France, after 
their excomunications by Pius the Fifth , and 
Sixtus the Fifth, are ſufficient evidences of thedan- 
ger of Princes in theſe caſes. By which laſt in- 
. tance, we ſee it is not only the caſe of Hereſie, 
which renders them obnoxious to the Popes cen- 
ſures; but particular piques and quarrells, or if 
the Pope chance to chink a man unfit to govern, as 
in the caſe of Chilperic of France ; or if they detain 
Church-lands belonging to Monafteries, in which caſe 
Becan.cont. Becanus {aith expreſly,Kings and Princes are to be 
-—4 Pe excommunicated and deprived: and Pope Paul the 
**7* Fourth was perfectly of his opinion ; and de- 
clared, They were in a ſtate of damnation that beld them. 
Hitory of But {0 far ſome of them, are kind to Princes to 

y 0 | : 
the Council {ay, That they ought not to be depoſed, till they are ex- 
of Trent > communicated ; and yet Gregory the ſeventh before 
33:39 excommunication deprived the Emperour Henry 
| c 
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the Fourth for the damnable Hereſie, of defending 
his own Rights. Bur fince they are lyable to theſe 
horrible cenſures upon ſo many cauſes, we may 
ſee how very cicklifh and uncertain the doctrine 
of Obedience muſt be among them, and that mens 
being guilty of Treaſon depends upon the Popes 
pleaſure. And methinks,herein the caſe of Princes 
deſerves hugely to be pittyed, that when no man 
thinks it Jawfulto cut another mans throat, or pur 
him out of his houſe and eſtate, becauſe he is ex- 
communicated ; yet if a Prince falls under ex- 
communication, he loſes preſently his right to 
the Crown, and his Subjects may take away 
Crown, liberty, and life from him. 

3- (r«elty. And by this they fully diſcover them- 
ſelves to beravening Wolves : when they have loſt 
all the tenderneſs, and love, and good nature of 
men or Chriſtians: when no deſign can be (o 
horrible or bloody, ſo miſchievous and treache- 
rous, ſo baſe and cruel, but perſons will be found 
to-undertake it, and that under a pretence of 
Conſcience and Religion. I need not heretell the long 
& dreadful ſtories of theRoman Inquiſition,the num- 


bers of thoſe in other Countreys who have been 


butchered on the account of Religion , but the Fact, 
I mean the Conſpiracy, (for God be thanked ir wenc 
not farther) which we bleſs God for the diſcovery 
and defeating of this day, doth abundantly mani- | 
feſt the fruits of thoſe doctrines, which they had 
F 2 ſucked 
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ſucked in'from the Roman Church. If only a few: 
deſperate 'perſons upon perſonal provocations. 
had been.engaged.in fo villainous a deſign , we 
ſhould have had nevet the leſs reafon. to thank 
God for our deliverance, butfince it doth appear, 
that thoſe. perſons who undertook it, pretended 
nothing in it but.conſcience aud Religion, we have nor. 
only reaſon to: abhorr the undertaking , but the- 
principles which animated them to it. 

I know very well what Sheeps cloathing hath been 
of late caſtover the moſt barbarous cruelty of 

Apology for theſe ravening wolves ; and men by their impudence 

Papiſts. would endeavour to bear us down, that it was only a 

- - on projett of ſome few male-contents, drawn in by the ſubtilty 

2.203 Of acrafty Stateſman in thoſe days ; and that 'it ought not 


Advocate 11, ;uſtice or hano mputed principles 0 * 
for Liberty. juſtice or 2MOUY Lo be imputed to the fr! ple f their 


| of Conſe;i- Religion. Therefore to lay open before you the: 


exce, 218: juſt and true circumſtances of this horrible Con- 
{piracy, I ſhall proceed upon thele three parti- 
culars. | | 
1. That the perſons engaged in it had no per- 
ſonal provocations to moye them-to it. 
2. Thar all the motives they had to it were 
fromthe principles of their Religion. 
3- Tharthe Church of Rome hath never fince- 
dereſted the principles upon which they:acted ; or 
ſer any mark of infamy onthe Actors in it. 
t. Thatthe-perſons engaged in it had noper- 
ſonal provocations. What injury had: Catesby , 
"7 Os. 


(4) 

| or Piercy, or Trefham, or Digby received from the 
King or Parliament, to ftir them up above thou- 
ſands of others tobethegreat managers of ſo hel- 
liſh a Plot > Did notthey enjoy their eſtates and 
places,and one of them at Court too 2 Why ſhould 
theſe men venture lives, eſtates, honours, families, 
and all that was dear to them ? Were their eſtates 
confiſcated before ; and themſelves every hour in 
danger of having their throats cut? This might 
make men of high ſpirits grow deſperate: Bur 
nor the leaſt cittle of all this was pretended, by the 
moſt enraged of them : nothing but Zeal for Re- 
ligion and the Catholick Cauſe, was ever pleaded by 
them. To which purpoſe theſe are remarkable 
-words of King James i. his Speech in Parliament up- 
-on the diſcovery. For if theſe Conſpirators, ſaith he,had 
only been bankrupt perfons, or diſcontented upon occaſion 0 

any diſgraces done them, this might have ſeemed to have 
been but a work of revenge. 


But for my own part, as I 


14: 
K. James's. | 


Works, . 
P. 5OI. 


fearcely ever knew any.of them, ſo cannot they alledge ſo. 


much as a pretended cauſe of orief, and the wretch him- 


felf in bands doth confeſs, that there was no cauſe moving 


"him or them, but Meerly and Only Religion. And the. 


King himſelf again avowed ir to the whole.Chri- 
tian world, That the 
defign, the leaſt colour of any diſcontent from him : that 
he bad ſo far ſuſpended penalties, and-abzated the rigorous 
execution of Laws againſt them, to ſuch a degree, as gave 

oreat. [uſpicion.to bis beſt Subjefts , who told him what 


"4 Fl had not before this horrible þ, 
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would be the fruit of all bis kindneſs to them. Nay, he ſaith, 
they grew to that beight of pride im confidence of his Mild: 
neſs, as they did direftlyexpedt, and aſſuredly promiſe to 
themſelves Liberty of Conſcience , and equality with his 
other Subjects in all things : that be had, ſhewn particular 
Favours 'to many of them , gave them free acceſs tohim, 
eaſed them of tbeir payments, ſet their Prieſts at liberty , 
granted a general Pardon to them after convittion. Now 
after all this, whar colour or pretence in the 
-worldcan there be to ſay, that only- diſcontent 
and deſpair brought theſe men to it? O, but it might 
however bo the cunning of a great Miniſter of State, to 
draw a few Gentlemen and others into- ſuch a Flot. This 
I know'is ſuggeſted and believed by ſome, - who 
think it a fine thing to talk our of the common 
road, and to be thought more skilful' in My- 
ſteries of State than other men. But would fain 
underſtand. from whence they derive. this,pro- 
found intelligence at ſuch a diſtance of years. If 
King James may be believed, if the Popiſh Hiſto- 
rians and Apologifts at that time may be credi- 
ted,there wasnot the leaſt intimation given,either 
by the 4fors or Sufferers, from abroad or at home 
of any ſuch thing. Was not the world ſufficient- 
ly alarm'd at thenews of this dangerous and un- 
paralleV'd Conſpiracy 2 Were not men very in- 
quiſitive into all-the particulars? and thoſe ofthe 
( hurch of Rome, eſpecially the Jeſuits concerned in 
point of honour to wipe off the ſtain from them- 

ſelves, 
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ſelves, and to caſtthe odium of ic on a great Miniſter 
of State? Were not two of the Jeſuits who were 
conſcious of the Plot, preferred afterwards at 
Rome ? and how many Writings came from thence 
about it? and yetnot one man diſcovered the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of any ſuchthing. If they go on in this 
way without the leaſt ſhadow of proof to lay the 
contrivance of this Plot on a profeſſed Proteſtant: for 
all that I know,by the next age, they may hope to 
perſwade men, that it was a Plot of Proteſtants to 
| blow up a Popiſh King and Parliament. 

| 2. Thar they had all their Motives and encou- 

ragements from the principles of their Religion 


to undertake ſuch a deſign. ( And Philoſtratus con- 2. 7. vi. 
tends, that the murder of Domitian ought rather to 2% 


be attributed to the doctrines of Apollonius, than to 
the hands of Stephanus and Parthenius. ) For which 
we are to conlider, that they were fully poſſeſſed 
with this asa principle of their Religion, That it 
was abſolutely inthe Popes power to deprive beretical Prin: 
ces -of their dominions : which had been rooted in 
them, eſpecially afterthat Pius the Fifth had fully 
declared it in his Bull againſt Queen Elizabeth.In her 
cafe they made no ſcruple to deſtroy her if they 
could and thought they ſhould do it with agood 
conſcience, And there are no Villains in the 
world like thoſe who are Villains our of conſci- 
ence, But as tothe Queens Succeſlor, the Pope 
had declared nothing ; till ſuch time as Garnett | 
being 


\ 
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| being Provincial of the Jeſuits , had received two 
| Widarivgte By jey's from Rome, wherein he declared, That in 
” Supplicar. caſe they ſhould ſuſpe& the Queens Succeſſe or would not be 
P-133- true to their Religion, it was lawful for them to uſe their 
Proceeding C1deavaurs to keep him from the Crown. "Theſe Briey's 
againſt the Garnett {hews to (catesby , who took the riſe of his 
Traitor: deſign from hence. And whea afterwards in con- 
Tryal. ference Garnet deſired him to know the Popes opi- 
nion inir, he replyed; {hat he needed not ask that, for 

if it were lawfull to exclude him before he came to the 

Crown, it was lawful to take him away when. be was in poſ- 

ſeſsion of it. Which argument wasſo ſtrong, that 

Garnett either had no mind, or was not able to an- 

ſwer it. All the (cruple Catesby had after this was, 

whether it were lawful to afro the naocent and guilty tos 

gether : which Garnett fully reſolved him in, fo ir 

were for the greater good of the Church. Upon 

theſe two groundsas Widdrington, a Roman Catholick 

well abſerves, Catesby laid the Foundation - of his 

whole conſpiracy. After this,it's evident by mani- 

felt proofs,cand Garnett's own confeſſion under his 

hand, that he and other Jeſuits did underſtand the 
particulars of the Plot ;” and Tefmond another Je- 

ſuit and he diſcourled the circumſtances walking 
rogerther in Moor-fields ; and that notin confeſſion, as 

is pretended, for the Jeſuit did not contelsitas a 

faulc, but adviſed wich him abour particulars;and 

asked him, who ſhould be Proteflor of the Kingdoms after. 
the Plzt took wa ? as Garnett himſelf confeſſed. 
#i FO | | Bur 
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But ſuppole it had been in confeſſion why nigh 
not Treaſon bediſcovered as well as Hereſie? and 
their Caſuiſts acknowledge , that Hereſie may be 
revealed, There is only this difference, that Trea- 
Jonis only againſt Secular Princes ,but Hereſi: againft 
the intereſt of their C burch; which is dearer to them 
than all the Princes lives in the World. Yea, fo bu- 
fie werethe Jeſuits inencouraging this Plot, that 
they nor only debated it among themſelves , bur 
one of them gave them the Sacrament upon the 
Oath of. Secrecy, and then obſolved them after the 
diſcovery ; another. prayed for good ſucceſs, ano- 
ther comforted them after it was. diſcovered by 
the examples of good deſigns that had avanted 
lucceſs. And muſt we after all this believe, that 
only a few diſcontented Laicks were engaged in it,and 
that it was nothing at all to their Church ? when 
the Jeſuits gave all the encouragement ro them in 
it, in point of conſcience : fo that ir was truly, as 
well as wittily {aid of, one, Thatthe Jeſuits double 
garment might well be called Charity, becauſe it coves 
red a multitude of ſans. , : | 
3. Bur if the Churchof Rome give no encourage- 
ment ro ſuch actions; why hath it not deteſted 
the principles upon which it was grouaded ? Why 
hath ic nor removed all (uſpicion 1n.che minds of 
Princes and People of giving any countenance to 
ſuch treaſonable defigns ? Bur on the contrary , 
the fame dodrines are fill avowed, and che per- 
G {ons 
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ſons of: the Conſpirators honoured. Widdrington 
laith, that Garnetts name was inſerted into the Engl: 

Martyology, though he gave it under his hand, that 
he dyed for Treaſon, That his bones were kept for 
Reliques, and his Image ſet over Altars, as of a holy Mar- 
tyr ? Is this the honour of Regicides and Traytors. in 
the Roman Church 2 When in the late proſperous 


Rebellion, the prevailing Faction had proceeded 


ro ſuch a height of Wickednels, as to take awa 

the life of our Crracious Soveraign, how did the 
Church and Nation groan and grow impatient till 
they could vindicatethe honour of 'our Religion 
and Countrey ! not only by an execution of Ju- 
ſtice onthe perſcns of the Regicides, but by decla- 
ing in ”arliament againſt the principlesthar led to 
it. What hath there been done hke this in the 
Court or Church of Rome, againſt the principles os 
actors of this Gunpowder-Treaſon? If it had ſucceed- 
ed, by all that we can ſee, Vaul the Fifth might 
have admired the providence of God in it, as much as 
Sixtus the Fifth did in_ the. murder of Henry the 
Third of France: and we may gueſs his mind 
ſhrewdly by. the Bulls he publiſhed againſt the 
Oath of Allegiance , which the King was forced for 
his own ſecurity to impoſe on the Papiſts atter this 
Conſpiracy. With what ſcorn and contempt doth 
Bellarmine treat the King in his Writings againſt 
him , and tells him 'in plain terms, if be would 
be ſecure , be muſt give: liberty to. their Religion. ? It 

F ſeems. 
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ſeems then, their principles are dangerous to 
Princes where they have itnot. Whgt mark of 
diſhoneur was there ſet by their own party on 
any one of the Conſpirators ? Two ofthe Jeſuits 
upon their arrival at Rome, met with ſuch hard 
ulage, that one was made the 7 opes Penitentiary,the 
other a (onfeſſor in S. Peters at Rome And is not 
this the way to let the world lee, how deteſtable 
ſuch perſons and practices are to their Church 2? 
Toconclude all, I challenge chotie of the Roman 
Church-ro produce any one foleran Deciaration 
of that.Church , (1 do not fay.of Secuiar Powers 
or ſome particular perions, or Councils reje&ted 
at Rome ) whereby they make it unlawtul tor the 
Pope to depole Princes, or to ablolve Subjects - 
from their Oaths of Allegiance co them. Bur in- 

ſtead of that, even in this preſent age of ours, that 

opinion. which makes it, unlawful , hath been 
condemned at Rome by three ſeveral Popes, Paul 
the Fifth, Innocent the Tenth , and Alexander the 

Seventh : and which is more conſiderable , all 
three have condemnedit with a particular reſpect . 
to the caſe of His Majeſties Subjects ; and nor 
mee:!y condemned it asa falle opinion, but as 
wick. 4 and contrary to faith. And is not the world grown - 
wiſernow, as to thele matters ? Butif they be nor, . 
[| hope we may be And after their frequent 
Treaſons and horinble Conlpiracies, and princt- 


ples, never diſowned by their Church , have we 
G..2 not-: 
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not reaſon to entertain ſuſpicion of.them, as to 
their principles of Civil Government, till they 
give FE Ecienr ſecurity , that theſe pernicious 
rinciples have no influence upon them ? 

> But, blefled be that God, that hath hitherto 
defEated the malicious purpoles of the inveterate 
enemies of our Church and Religion : that hath 
brought to light theſe works of darkneſs; and yet 
continuedus in the enjoyment of the bencfits of 
this mighty deliverance to this day. May the 
{ame Gracious God go on {till to protect our 
eſtabliſhed Religion, againſt all Forreign Uſur- 
pations and Domeſtick FaCtions. May our love 
ro irftill increaſe, and our zeal for its on 
make us ſtudy the beſt means to preſerve.it; that 
neitherDivifions among our ſelves,nor Aſlaults of 
our common enemies may be ever able to ruine 
and deſtroy.it ; that we may {till {ay with the 


[ Plal. 124+ Pfalmiſt, Bleſſed be the Lord , who hath not given us 
FO os a prey unto their teeth. Our ſoul is eſcaped as a 


Bird out of the ſnare of the fowlers ; the ſnare 4s broken 
and we are eſcaped. Our belp is in the Name of the 
Lard who made Heaven and Barth. 
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